
Unit 9: Citizen Rights and Responsibilities 

Grade Level:11 
Unit Name: Citizen Rights and Responsibilities 
Pacing 2 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
9-12.GV.4.GS.B 
Explain a citizen’s legal obligations, as well 
as opportunities for, engaging with and 
using local, state, and federal governments 
to shape decision-making. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.GS.B 
Distinguish the powers and responsibilities 
of citizens and institutions to address and 
solve problems. 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.4.CC.C 
Explain the powers and responsibilities of 
citizens and institutions to address and 
solve problems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.E 

Learning Targets: 
 

⮚ I will explain how civic 
responsibilities and duties affect 
government. 

⮚ I will differentiate between a 
citizen’s rights, responsibilities and 
obligations 

⮚ I will identify different ways to 
engage in citizenship at the federal, 
state and local level. 

 
 
 
 
⮚ I will be able to develop a plan that 

seeks to solve a problem in my 
community, state or country. 

 
 
 
 
 
⮚ I will discuss the role in society and 

the tools available to me to prompt 
change: Referendum, Recall, 
Initiative, Petition, Advocacy   

 
 
 

Supporting Standards:  
 
9-12.GV.4.GS.C 
Compare the various processes pertaining 
to the selection of political leaders at the 
federal, state, and local level. 
 
9-12.GV.4.PC.C 
 Predict the consequences that occur when 
institutions fail to meet the needs of 
individuals and groups, and when 
individuals fail to carry out their personal 
responsibilities. 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.A 
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of events related 
to a study of government. 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.D 
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 
questions about government, determine 
helpful resources and consider multiple 
points of views represented in the resource 
 
9-12.GV.1.GS.A 
Analyze laws, policies, and processes to 
determine how governmental systems 
affect individuals and groups in society. 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.G.A 



Analyze the causes and consequences of 
a specific issue tied to government as well 
as the challenges and opportunities faced 
by those trying to address the problem. 
 

⮚ I will analyze the causes and effects 
of (specific issue). 

⮚ I will analyze the challenges and 
opportunities of addressing 
government issues. 

Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain 
relationships and reveal patterns or trends 
about government 
 

 

Big Ideas: 
 
For democracy to be effective, 
citizens must be informed and 
participate. 
 
Citizens will participate in 
government in a variety of ways. 
 
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
What does it mean to be a good 
citizen? 
 
What are the rights and 
responsibilities of a citizen in a 
democracy? 
 
How will a citizen engage in civic 
life? 
 
What can I do to raise awareness 
of issues important to me? 
 
 

 

 

Vocabulary: 
 
Rights 
Responsibilities 
Civil disobedience 
Activist 
Civic life 
Citizenship 
patriotism 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


